
Supporting Details

The sentences that follow the topic sentence in a paragraph should support the topic sentence. They can include
explanations, reasons, facts and examples to demonstrate or elaborate on the topic sentence. Consider the
paragraph below. Each supporting sentence provides an example of wild animals being a nuisance. 

Certain wild animals can be a nuisance to city dwellers. Raccoons make messes in garbage cans and can spread
rabies. Squirrels like to eat garden plants and nest in attics and chimneys. Furthermore, skunks spray bad-smelling
liquid and dig up gardens. People living in cities need to keep an eye on their homes and gardens for these
unwelcome animal visitors.

In good paragraphs, every supporting sentence demonstrates the focus of the topic sentence. Consider the next
paragraph, in which the three underlined sentences are not related to the topic sentence. 

Certain wild animals can be a nuisance to city dwellers. Raccoons make messes in garbage cans. They are like
little masked bandits. Squirrels like to eat garden plants and nest in attics and chimneys. My garden lettuces didn’t
grow very well this year. Actually, I used to keep a squirrel as a pet years ago. And skunks spray bad-smelling liquid
and dig up gardens. People living in cities need to keep an eye on their homes and gardens for these unwelcome
animal visitors.

1 Read the two paragraphs below and discuss which one contains more effective supporting details,
and why.

1. Finding suitable housing in cities can be a challenge. First of all, it is really unbelievable how
expensive apartments and houses are. It seems that most of my income is spent just on housing.
This doesn’t leave me with very much money for buying groceries, clothing or even having a car.
Having a car would make getting to work so much easier for me. Also, it would be nice to be able
to walk to work and grocery stores. It takes so long to get anywhere. Clearly, we must search
carefully to find affordable, comfortable, and convenient city housing.

2. Finding suitable rental housing in cities can be a challenge. First of all, the cost of rent is high,
especially in Toronto, Montreal and Vancouver. Also, it may be difficult for large families to find
large enough apartments because of the shortage of such housing. Finally, not all housing is located
within comfortable walking distance to work or stores. Clearly, we must search carefully to find
affordable, comfortable, and convenient city housing.
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Supporting Details (Cont.)

When writing supporting details, first look at the topic sentence and determine reasons, facts and examples that
can support it. Brainstorming is a good way to come up with a list of these reasons, facts or examples. Then,
decide on the most relevant three or four items and develop supporting sentences from them. Consider these
brainstormed ideas and the finished paragraph below. 

I earned a university degree, but getting it was full of
challenges. First of all, I spent four years working two
jobs. I saved a little bit of money each week so that I
could afford the tuition. Then I spent months studying
for the TOEFL test. And finally, while I was attending
university, I needed to make sure my daughter was in
good care, and that we had an affordable place to live.
Although I am proud of my degree, it was certainly not
easy to earn.

2 For each of the topic sentences below, brainstorm as many supporting details as you can and 
write them in point form. Then choose three details and write them in complete sentences.

1. Ontario cottage country offers many fun activities during the summer.

2. You can learn new vocabulary in different ways.

3 Use one of the topic sentences below. Then brainstorm as many details as you can that support
your topic sentence. Use reasons, facts and examples. Then choose three or four details and write
a paragraph. 

• Winter in Canada offers a variety of leisure activities.

• Working and studying at the same time is full of challenges.

• Getting an Ontario driver’s licence involves several steps.

Getting my university degree was full of challenges.

– saving enough money for tuition

– studying for TOEFL test

– completing an application

– getting my documents together

– arranging for full-time daycare for daughter

– finding people to help me proofread and edit 
my essays 

– finding affordable places to live
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