
Transitions

Transitions are words or phrases that connect ideas within a sentence or paragraph. They help to make a paragraph
easy to understand. Here are some common transition words and phrases. Add your own to the list. 

For describing a sequence or a step-by-step process:

• first; next

• then; after that

• finally; lastly

For giving examples or additional information:

• to begin/start with; first of all • for example; such as

• also; in addition; besides • for instance; in particular

• further; furthermore • in addition; moreover

1 Underline the transitions in the following two paragraphs and discuss the purpose of each one.

1. To become a Canadian citizen, you must meet several requirements. First of all, you must be a
permanent resident of Canada. Also, you have to live in Canada for at least three years before
applying. In addition, you must be able to communicate in either one of Canada’s official languages.
Furthermore, you have to pass a test on the rights and responsibilities of Canadians, and know about
Canada's political system, history and geography. Meeting these requirements will make you eligible
to apply for Canadian citizenship.

2. There are a number of steps to take when applying for Canadian citizenship. First, print the application
form from the Citizenship and Immigration Canada website. Next, fill in the form, attach the required
documents, photos and fees, and mail it. Then, study the book A Look at Canada and learn everything
you can about Canada's political system, history, geography and population. After that, take the
citizenship test. Finally, take the Oath of Citizenship to receive your citizenship. 

2 The paragraph below has no transition words or phrases. Rewrite the paragraph with appropriate
transitions.

The federal government follows a certain process to pass bills into laws. The bill is introduced in the
Senate or House of Commons in Ottawa. Cabinet considers and then approves the bill. The bill receives
three readings in the House of Commons. The bill is sent to the Senate for its consideration. The governor-
general gives the bill royal assent. Passing bills into laws in Canada involves input from all sections
of Parliament.

3� Search the Internet for a list of transition words and phrases for different purposes. Create a list
for your own use. 

Possible search terms: transitions; logical connectors
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