
Coherent Paragraphs: Pronoun Reference 

Using pronouns helps to connect sentences to one another by referring from one sentence back to a sentence
earlier in the paragraph. When using pronouns, it is important to make it clear what or who the pronoun is referring
to. Consider the sentence below. The “it” refers to smoked salmon; “them” refers to Canadians.

British Columbia’s smoked salmon is world-famous; Canadians often bring it with them on holiday overseas as gifts
for their friends.

1 Locate and underline pronouns in the following paragraph. Then, list them (in order) on a chart,
along with the idea to which each pronoun refers. 

Canada’s cheese guru, Gurth Pretty, is aiming to raise the profile of Canada’s little-known artisanal and
regional cheeses, including those made from cow, goat and sheep’s milk. He has conducted extensive
cross-country research on them. He has also spoken at length with many cheese makers about their
products. In addition, they and Gurth have developed a number of recipes that incorporate the cheeses
to encourage Canadians to taste them. As a result of Gurth’s efforts, Canadian artisanal cheeses are
becoming better known and will no doubt become more popular in the future.

2 Read the following paragraph. Then write the appropriate pronouns in the blanks.

Of the hundreds of Canadian artisanal cheeses that Gurth Pretty has discovered, a number of
have special characteristics. One of cheeses is a Niagara-region cheese

made from the milk of Guernsey cows. Canada has only a few herds of , and
milk is rich and creamy, so is used to produce several kinds of Guernsey

cheese. Another is a cheese made from the milk of rare Canadienne cows grazing on Québec’s
Magdalen Islands. tastes slightly salty because the grass graze on is coated
with salt mist from the Gulf of Saint Lawrence. Finally, there is an aged goat’s milk cheese from British
Columbia. is soaked for five days in local red wine and grape skins. All in all, Canadian
artisanal cheeses vary greatly from region to region.

3 Write one or two paragraphs about a person who has influenced your life. Use appropriate pronoun
references to make the paragraph coherent. 

Pronoun Refers to

those
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