
Pronunciation and Body Language

During a presentation, the appropriate use of intonation and pausing can help listeners understand and follow what
is said. In general, we use pausing, falling intonation and lengthening of a syllable (or emphasis) at the end of each
thought group (a group of words about one idea). This helps the listener separate ideas and process the meaning
easily. For example, signposting words (e.g., I’d like to begin with…, now I’d like to discuss…, for example...)
require a pause after them. The pause helps the listener notice the new idea. 

Using incorrect intonation or pausing can confuse the listener. Consider the following examples: 

• Use of emphasis:

This system used to work very well. (better than anything else)

This system used to work very well. (but doesn’t any more)

• Use of pausing:

When the wheel stops, -pause- quickly turn it in the opposite direction.
When the wheel stops quickly, -pause- turn it in the opposite direction.

Fire can be made with wood -pause- and twigs. 
Fire can be made with wooden twigs.

1 Read the passage below about public speaking. Underline the words you think require emphasis.
Mark the places where you think there should be a pause. Read the passage out loud to a partner.
Discuss whether your use of emphasis and pausing helped your partner understand the text.

When speaking about a new topic to a group of people, you can do several things to make your
presentation clear and easy to follow.

First of all, it is important that you plan your presentation and stick to your plan. Decide on the main
points that you want to present and talk only about them. Do not get sidetracked. Your audience will
remember only a limited amount of information, so be selective about what you include.

Secondly, speak slowly enough so your listeners can follow your ideas. If you pause after each main
point, people can think about what you have just said. Or, you can rephrase what you have just said
for the same purpose.

And finally, use intonation to emphasize important things. This will help your listeners focus on what
is important.

In short, a good presenter plans his/her presentation, sticks to the key points of the presentation, 
and uses intonation to aid understanding.
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Pronunciation and Body Language (Cont.)

2 Audio 5.7: Listen to the recording of the passage about public speaking. Compare the pauses and
emphasis the speaker uses to those that you marked. Discuss any differences.

3 Work in pairs. Listen to a classmate’s presentation (on any topic). Give feedback on your partner’s
use of emphasis and pausing using the following questions.

1. Were focus words clearly pronounced and emphasized when needed?

2. Were there pauses after new information to give you time to think about it?

3. Did the speaker make it easy for you to follow?

4 Work in small groups. Make a list of elements of body language that can be used in an effective
presentation. Present your list with examples to the class. As a class, decide on a common list that
can be used when evaluating presentation delivery in class.

5� Search the Internet for podcasts* (with video) of short presentations. Watch a two- to three-minute
fragment of the podcast. Take notes and answer the questions below. Use the list you created in
Activity 4 to evaluate the presenter’s body language. Report your findings to your classmates.

1. What was the presentation about?

2. Who was the presenter?

3. How did he/she introduce the topic?

4. How did the presenter use body language and voice? Give examples.

5. What were your overall impressions of the speaker and the fragment of the presentation you
watched?

6. Which qualities of the speaker would you want/not want to use in your presentations? 
Why or why not?

*See the instructor notes for possible websites with presentations. 
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