
Making Comparisons

You may be required to give a presentation that will be based on making comparisons. For example, in the
workplace you may be asked to compare suppliers or contractors and report your findings to management, discuss
possible solutions to a problem, or contrast two products/services and their benefits. In academic situations, you
may need to compare or contrast political or historical figures, authors, places or timelines.

When preparing a comparison presentation, you need to decide on the items that you will compare and the order in
which you will discuss them. One useful strategy for doing this is preparing a comparison table listing the possible
items to compare. 

1 Audio 5.10: Listen to a presentation comparing two Canadian provinces. Take notes in point form
using the comparison table below. Compare your notes with those of a partner.

2 Discuss how the information was organized in this presentation. 

1. Do you think it was easy to follow? Why? 

2. In what other ways could you present the information? Give examples in point form.

Saskatchewan Alberta

Population

Climate

Natural resources 
and economy
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Making Comparisons (Cont.)

3 Listen to the presentation again and write down the words or expressions related to making
comparisons. Brainstorm and add other words/expressions for each category.

4� Select a topic for a comparison presentation from the list below or use your own topic. 
Think about possible items you could compare and list them. Research your topic and create 
a comparison table.

Possible presentation topics:

• Compare two companies from the same field (e.g., two companies in your professional field, two
department stores, two banks, two Internet providers)

• Compare two Canadian provinces or cities, or compare Canada to another country

• Compare two energy sources (e.g., nuclear vs. wind)

• Compare two people (e.g., historical figures, authors)

• Compare two sports (e.g., hockey and soccer)

5 Using the comparison table you just developed, write an outline for your presentation and 
prepare your talk. Use words and expressions specific to making comparisons. In small groups,
take turns presenting to each other. Give feedback to your classmates on the organization of their
presentation and on how they expressed similarities and differences. Your presentation should be
no longer than 10 minutes.

List the words or phrases you hear Add your own

Words used at the
beginning of a sentence
to signal a comparison:

Words expressing
difference:

Words expressing
similarity:
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