
The Independent Learning Centre

Pre-Reading

1 In small groups, interview each other using the questions below. Share the information with the
rest of the class. 

1. What courses or classes have you taken since your arrival in Canada? (e.g., ESL, LINC, college or
university courses, high school courses, fitness classes, etc.). 

2. What courses (if any) would you like to take in the future? Where would you take them?

2 The vocabulary below comes from the text about the Independent Learning Centre. Write the
correct letter on the lines to match each word with its meaning. 

1. tutor a. approximately, about

2. to enrol b. needs to be returned

3. non-refundable c. a one-on-one teacher

4. supplementary d. to hand in (completed assignment)

5. on loan e. to register

6. to submit f. the money will not be returned

7. roughly g. a course or skills needed to register; a requirement

8. a prerequisite h. additional, extra

3 Prepare for reading the text on the next page by discussing the meanings of the terms below. 

Ontario Ministry of Education: In Canada, all elementary and secondary schools are under the
jurisdiction of provincial ministries of education.

Credits: In the Ontario high (secondary) school system, a student earns one credit if he/she successfully
completes a 110-hour course. A student must earn 30 credits to obtain a high school diploma. 

Distance education: Courses that involve learning that is not done in a physical classroom. Distance
education can include paper-based courses, where assignments are completed at home and sent to a
teacher by mail, and online courses, where learning and contact with a teacher are done mostly online. 
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The Independent Learning Centre (Cont.)

What is the Independent Learning Centre?

Independent Learning Centre (ILC) is funded by the Ontario
Ministry of Education to provide distance education courses
to people who live anywhere in Ontario and want to: 

• Earn credits toward a high school diploma

• Upgrade basic academic skills

• Study ESL (a volunteer tutor helps you)

• Study for personal development

When can I start a course?

You can start a course at any time of the year!

How much does it cost?

A non-refundable administrative fee of $40 applies for
each credit course requested by Ontario residents not
currently enrolled in school. 

Do I have to attend classes?

No. ILC courses are paper-based distance education
courses. Your course is sent to you by mail. You may study
wherever and whenever you choose. You will complete
your work in your Course Journal and send it in for
marking by our Ontario certified teachers. All course
materials and any required texts or supplementary items
are provided to you on loan.

How do I enrol?
To enrol in ILC credit courses, you must be:

• 18 years of age or older 

• not attending secondary school 

• a legal resident of Ontario 

• a Canadian citizen, a landed immigrant, an Ontario
resident on a work or diplomatic visa or ministerial
permit, or a refugee claimant or international student.

If you are under the age of 19 years, you must also
provide your official, original Ontario Student Transcript
and Date of Leaving letter. (Both of these documents can
be obtained from the last high school you attended.) 

What happens after I submit my course request?

You will receive your course materials in two separate
packages. The first package will contain the first unit of
course materials and instructions on how to get started.
You will also receive your Personal Identification Number
(PIN), which will give you access to the services offered
on our Automated Telephone System (ATS). The second
package will be sent to you automatically only after 
we record the mark for your first unit. It will be sent
separately from your marked work. This package will
contain the rest of your course materials.

How many courses can I request at once?

You can request only one course at a time. Once Unit 1 of
your first course is completed and marked, you can request
a second course. When Unit 1 of your second course is
completed and marked, a third course can be requested
and so on.

Do ILC courses have deadlines?

Yes. You have 10 months from the date we process your
course request to complete all units and the final test.
This is the same whether the course is a full-credit or
half-credit course. However, we strongly suggest that
students submit their first unit for marking within 30 days.
Students who hand in their first unit quickly are much
more likely to succeed than those who wait. Not only will
you gain confidence knowing you have that first unit done,
but you will get teacher feedback and suggestions to
help you improve on your next unit.

How long does it take to complete a course?

Every student and every course is different. But if you
work regularly every day or every other day, you will probably
work through a unit in two to four weeks. At that rate, it
will take you roughly four months to complete a full-credit
course and two months to complete a half-credit course.
These times do not include mail time or the final test.

Review the course descriptions online to select a course
(make sure you have prerequisites if noted). Complete
Enrolment Form C and mail it to the ILC with your payment
and any supporting documents. All students are strongly
encouraged to provide a transcript with their course
request so that we may best aid you with your course
selection. If all is in order, you should receive your first
package of materials within seven to 10 days depending
on your location.

How do I get help if I get stuck during the course?

You can get help in several ways. Information on how to
reach our Student Help Line is provided with your first
package of course material, in the How to Get Started
pamphlet. You can also check out our Ask a Teacher Web
site for online interactive tutorials and practice questions
as well as a FREE live chat with tutors five nights a week.

Source: Independent Learning Centre, extracted Feb. 5, 2009. www.ilc.org.

See website for updated information. 
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The Independent Learning Centre (Cont.)

Comprehension

4 Read the text about the Independent Learning Centre and answer the questions below.

1. What is the Independent Learning Centre?

2. What information can you obtain from the text? Make a list of six main items in point form.

3. Who is this information for?

5 Read the following statements about courses at the Independent Learning Centre and circle T
(true) or F (false). Compare your answers with the class.

1. You can study at the Independent Learning Centre even if you live in Calgary. T F

2. You need to pay $40 for each credit course you take. T F

3. You will need to send in your written course work in a Course Journal. T F

4. You will receive course materials and you can keep them. T F

5. You will receive all your course materials in one package at the beginning of a course. T F

6. All your submitted work will be marked by certified teachers. T F

7. It will take you more than three months to complete a full-credit course. T F

8. You can get help during the course in more than one way. T F

6 Find the answers to the following questions in the text. Explain the answer in your own words.

1. How can you register? 

2. What will you receive in the mail after your registration?

3. When can you request a second course?

4. When do you need to submit your first unit? Why?

5. How can you get help during the course?
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The Independent Learning Centre (Cont.)

7� Search the Internet for the Independent Learning Centre (Ontario). Locate a list of available
courses and answer the questions below. 

1. How many ESL courses are available?

2. What is the difference between the credit and non-credit ESL courses?

3. Who can be a volunteer tutor?

8 Write an email to your friend to share information about distance learning opportunities with the ILC.
Describe the features you find most attractive and tell why you recommend this way of studying.

Giving Opinions

9 Discuss the questions below.

1. Distance education is a convenient option for people who cannot attend courses in person. What
are the advantages and disadvantages of taking distance education courses (rather than attending
them at an educational institution)?

2. Would you take any distance education courses? Why? What subjects would you study this way?

� Message

To: From:
Cc: Sent:
Subject: Attachment:
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